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About this document

The following Information Sheet is for
your reference only and should be used
as a guide to assist with your Skills
Assessment application to VETASSESS.
This information is subject to change.

Please note that a Skills Assessment of
the qualification involves assessment of
both the qualification level and
content. Qualifications are assessed
according to the guidelines published
by the Australian Government
Department of Education.

The employment assessment involves
determining the skill level and
relevance of the tasks undertaken.

Integrity checks may be conducted to
verify the qualification and
employment claims made in an
application.

Job description

An Author produces literary or other written
work for publication or performance.

Occupations considered suitable
under this ANZSCO code:

Novelist

Playwright

Poet

Screenwriter

Script Writer
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Author is a VETASSESS Group B occupation
This occupation requires a qualification assessed as comparable to the educational level of an
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) Bachelor degree or higher.

Applicants must have fulfilled at least one of the following four criteria (1–4):

 

* Additional qualifications in a highly relevant field of study include those comparable to the following levels:

AQF Diploma

AQF Advanced Diploma

AQF Associate Degree or

AQF Graduate Diploma

*** Bachelor degree or higher degree includes:

AQF Master Degree or

AQF Doctoral Degree

** Highly relevant paid employment duration (20 hours or more per week)

1–3 

minimum years of employment highly relevant to the nominated occupation, completed at an appropriate skill level in the five years before the date of
application for a Skills Assessment.

4 

minimum 6 years of relevant employment required – five years of relevant employment (can be outside the last 5-year period) in addition to at least one
year of highly relevant employment within the last five years before applying.

*If employment is prior to the completion of the qualification at the required level, an applicant must have at least one year of highly relevant
employment at an appropriate skill level within the last five years. The remaining five years of pre-qualifying period may be within the last ten years. A
positive assessment of both qualification level and employment duration is required for a positive Skills Assessment outcome.
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Qualification
Qualifications in the following fields may be
considered highly relevant

•    Creative Writing
•    Communication – Writing and Cultural
Studies
•    Media and Communications
•    Creative Arts
•    Creative Industries
•    Writing
•    Screen Writing
•    Arts – Non-Fiction Writing
•    Arts – Interpretive Writing
•    Journalism
•    Creative Arts and Industries –
Communication
•    Professional Writing
•    Writing and Publishing

This occupation requires a qualification
assessed as comparable to the education level
of an Australian Qualifications Framework
(AQF) Bachelor degree or higher degree and in
a field highly relevant to the nominated
occupation.

Employment Criteria
Highly relevant tasks include, but are not
limited to: 

Creating and developing ideas and themes
for written works, such as novels, plays,
musicals, screen productions, educational
texts, information texts and multimedia
products

Researching subject matter through original
and secondary materials, interviews and
other media

Planning, organising and writing material

Choose themes or subjects for written work,
conduct research into the subject, assemble
background material and obtain other
necessary data

Plan and organise material and write the
work

Revise or edit the work, making sure that the
style is consistent; that there is proper
development of theme, plot and
characterisation; and that referencing is
correct

Set out the original manuscript so that it is
clear and legible (e.g. typed or word
processed) and submit the work to a
publisher

Work with other specialists, such as
scriptwriters, software developers, graphic
designers and illustrators, to create
multimedia works.
 

 

Page 3 of 3

Infosheet: Author

ANZSCO Code: 212211 Date Created: September 16, 2025


